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Special points of interes
1 Gloster Gamecock.

9 Warbirds for B of B
day.

1 Numpty watch.

NOTICE BOARD

Congratulations to John Gill who went
solo at the end of July, get practising for
you fAAO test.

Battle of Britain DIY barbecue and war-
bird fly in Saturday 13th September,
starts at around 13:00.
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Battle of Britain day is the 15th Septem-
ber, the Club is holding a DIY barbecue
to commemorate this anniversary on the
nearest Saturday, the
It will incorporate a warbird fly
start from about 13:00. We will have a
couple of BBQs going for you to cook
your own food selection from about mid
afternoon. If the weather is good we can
go on into the early evening.

Warbirds, or contemporary scale models,
will be what we most want to see but
general sport models will not be ex-
cluded.

-- 000000 --

The exhausted crew of a 255 Squadron
tBedfighter were retuning over the Adri-
atic one night in 1943. Frederick Drake
(known as fAQuackoao)
AFar mero Giles deci
stay awake was to sing songs, which
they did for an hour and a half.

A year later an RAF intelligence officer
reading German intelligence reports was
astonished to discover page after page
of bawdy songs - which the Germans
had clearly spent weeks trying to de-

tigated for leaving the in-
tercom on

pair were commended
highly for foxing the en-
emy. Drake was subse-

RN uently awarded the DFC

in 1944 for his exemplary
service during the War.

-- 000000 --

Friendly Service and Adyice. Mail Order Available

Open 10am-5.30pm Tues-Fri, 9.30am-5pm Sat, Closed Sun & Mon LiPo batteries can be dan-

www.thehobbybox.co.uk
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gerous so do heed all the warnings.
Many of us will continue to use a bat-
tery pack that has a minor dent but do
think about retiring a surface damaged
pack. This may have been a contribu-
tory factor in the complete demise of a
member 8s model

The very slightly damaged pack the
member was using was checked for cell
voltage and found to be balanced to
within 0.007v before and after charge.
The model needed more throttle than
usual after take off and went out of
control, coming to rest in the field to

the NE. The member went through to
find it and saw smoke. When he got to
the plane it was burning fiercely, con-
suming the whole model. When it had
died down and cooled there was virtu-
ally nothing left save a charred motor,
some piano wire, two charred retract
units and some PC boards with no com-
ponents or solder.

It is impossible to know if it was the
battery that caused the problem or a
short in the ESC (perhaps most likely)
or something else. What is clear is that
the battery stoked the fire as they re-
lease oxygen when burning, just what a
fire needs if it has fuel (i.e. the struc-
ture of the aircraft) and heat.

The model came to earth in long damp-
ish grass which did not burn, had the
grass been drier the whole field could
have gone up.

-- 000000 --

| am amazed at the lengths some scale
modellers will go to achieve their mas-
terpiece in miniature. In a recent
RCM&E Chris Harle had crafted a su-
perb 1/4 scale Fiesler Storch. It has
sprung undercarriage and detailed inte-
rior taking 3 years to build. The scale
illusion is shattered a bit when you see
the external servos on the rear fuselage
operating the elevator and rudder. OK,
they are sprayed to match but spending
a few more minutes to put them inside
would have shown t
At least with 2.4Ghz radio he does not
need to trail a long orange Rx Aerial
outside which you often used to see on
otherwise perfect scale models. Getting
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it right is called fiattenti on tbmotod propaizel sdencer configuration or prop type

will require a retest
-- 000000 -- q

We will be conducting spot checks to ensure compli-
ance. This is not some fAkil/l
been able to retain our flying site for 35 years by tack-

ling the thorny subject of noise, the number one rea-

son for loss of flying fields. | did a spot check on my

Getting quite hooked on slope soaring and had a fan-
tastic day out on 25th July. The wind was forecast NE
at 11 mph so a few of us ventured to the downs west

of the Long Man at Bopeep. There is a car park at the
top so you only have to walk along the ridge to fly, not

up it. It was probably the be s'IAt‘UStSJC%rlg fgiusn:j ! hjdogﬁtp?gezsggt%tgL?rtgeéw%()p’f; ain
have had. The constant wind was directly on the slope ’
providing super smooth lift in the warm air. Landings The Committee are not blameless here, we have often

are a real treat here as well as land behind the slope is allowed electric aircraft (that are well within accept-

very gently sloping and there is no turbulence or rotor able limits) to fly, without issuing a certificate, we

winds so landings are drama free. must tighten up this area otherwise complacency will

We were joined there by a number of other glider fly- setin.

ers almost all with big scale gliders of up to 5 metres Individual members also have a part to play in ensur-

span. | was flying my 2.6m span ASW 27b and this ing their models are as quiet as possible. We need to

was going really well and a joy to fly. John Prior was ask ourselves some questions, such as: Has the max
getting to grips with his Alpina 3001 and Chris Wise his rpm of my motor crept up as it loosens up? Is that re-

KA8 and Blazer. There was a good deal of thermal ac- placement prop the same size as the one | broke? Is

tivity but at one point the slope lift vanished and we all that electric model a bit high pitched since | reposi-

had to make speedy landings. One of the 1/3 scale tioned the motor moving the prop nearer to the struc-

glider guys launched and was not making any height ture? Should | build that PIS (prop in slot) model as

gain, he held his course and got a really good thermal props running close to structure can be VERY noisy?

which saved his day. The model he was flying was

11Kg but went up in the slightest ift. Tested a couple of I/C models recently that exhibited

very low noise outputs, in both cases they we using

-- 000000 -- Just Engines  silencers with mute inserts, VERY effec-
Well done to Stuart Willis our BMFA S E Area Chairman tive.
(and active FFRMFC member) for organising the exam- -- 000000 --
iners workshop on 2nd August. The idea is to ensure
that achievement tests are carried out to a consistent | purchased a 3.7m thermal soarer from Jim Christie
standard through out the area. | attended along with (one of 2 he bought on ebay) and have been convert-
Chris Searle. ing it to electric power for the Open Cross country

) ) event on Ashdown Forest on 31st August. To install
Around 30 examiners descended on the Hastings Club the electric motor | have had to cut off the nose to fit

field near Pevensey Bay for practical demonstrations the motor bulkhead. I thought long and hard about

and discussion on what constityl&3sgingRodis this a8 PwadiMgbrtaft oDet it
ABo tests. This was the first mghjudQifud diraRd righlirusteald
lessons have been learnt to take forward to future had to line up with the 45mm diameter spinner | had
workshops. chosen; get it wrong and it would look terrible. After a
The flying field that the Hast === = =

cared for, flat with no trees anywhere. It does not . : - —
quite have the intimate feeling of our own Newchapel

site. We can nip along the hedge to answer a call of

nature -not so at the Hastings sit

-- 000000 --

We have obviously been getting a bit complacent about
noise, both I/C and electric. Just remember that all
models must be assessed for noise before they are
flown for the first time.

For electric models this is subjective assessment ini-

tially by a Committee member. If the noise is minimal

an exemption will be issued, if not a formal noise test

is carried out. Don6t assume a
quiet - we tested one electric model significantly above

the DoE guidance levels. A pass or exemption sticker

will be issued. few weeks of thought the eureka moment arrived -
All'l/C models MUST be formally tested using the just cut a 45mm hole in some hard balsa sheet, push

Cluboés sound meter and meet C|ihogtotpeunpsggtn(_jdrq&v@rgqnq]itagdcgg)ygline

sticker will be issued.

- it worked a treat.

Results are recorded in our database and any changes -- 000000 --

j oy
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As an experiment, 4 models will be allowed in the air to-
gether if one of them is a soarer . This brings the inevi-
table question - what is defined as a soarer? Well you are
all adults so decide amongst yourselves if the need

arises. If it does not work by common sense we will de-

fine but I am sure you can all make this work. Any Com-
mittee member present can arbitrate but | am sure it

won't be necessary.

-- 000000 --

| can honestly say that since the beginning of July | have
tramped around our surrounding fields more than at any

time in the recent past looking for models that have
fdeparted controlled flighto.
other fields is so long that it makes walking tiring and

difficult, to say nothing of the pollen and seeds dis-

turbed. The ground is also very uneven making walking
hazardous at times.

-- 000000 --

First indoor Club meeting will be on 1st October at The

Haven Centre starting at 20:00, noggin and natter. In-

door flying starts again on 18th October at Sackville

School in East Grinstead. The cost of the 3 hour sessions
depends on numbers attending but will be capped at a

maximum of £10. Club members only and split into dis-

crete 15 min slots for helicopters, slow flight and fast/

furious to minimise mid airs. By agreement with those
present some 10 min solo fishoc
uled. Start time 14:00.

Club meetings will be part of every other indoor meeting
with those not flying not having to pay a fee.

)
-

CLUB NIGHTS

CLUB NIGHTS

CLUB NIGHTS
CLUB NIGHTS
CLUB NIGHTS and other events

CLUB NIGHTS

CLUB NIGHTS

Saturday 13th September - Battle of

Pags

Ti#riEain gommergoratiye PIY, Batbgeye and, - o

warbird fly 4n at Newchapel, BBQs going
from mid afternoon.

Wednesday 1st October - Club meeting
at The Haven Centre, 20:00, noggin and
natter .

Saturday 18th October -Indoor flying at
Sackville School in East Grinstead
14:00 -17:00.

k

Wednesday 25th June - Managed some good
landings with my Dynam Hurricane at last. lan
Stonebds foamy Wot 4 foun
the Wildlife Centre, too high to get so Simon Tester

Ever wondered what purpose sending up fighter jets to
oescortdé an airliner involyv
they can shoot it down, gl a

sioné.

Why oh why do they play music in the background when show

ing results tables on TV sports programmes and to accom-
pany radio travel reports and weather forecastswhat numpty

was summoned. Mike Dyke was flying his Hobby

King Hurricane and his much smaller Hawker Tem-
e st which wad jusPcBpigwiitte Ring.t hr e a
d I dondot have to make
Sunday 29th June -Simon Tester
down, undamaged, in about 5 mins.

The wind did not know what to do with its self, blow-
ing with 180 degree variation and quite turbulent.

thought that one up? Probably the same one who put handlgsJ ohn Pri or 6s Radian gl id

on the corners of milk containers so 50% of the time its in th
wrong placeéé.. Why dondt t
and extend the top at reduced diameter so we can pick it up
from any side? Oh, they used to do that, it was called a milk
bottle.

BBC news employs 5000 (yefive thousand)journalists, a tad
over the top | would say. As for weather presenters, why so
many of them, spend the money on doing better forecasts?

That wel |l know oartistoéo Jak

dren cannot appreciate great art. The real reason is that chilt

dren will see these works,
for what they are- a load of c**p!!!

William Temple. A former Archbishop of Canterbury once
made t he Peosonally hhave always looked on
cricket as organised | oafin

These are the Editords vi ew

L going through the bumps but his Alpina 3001 just
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n impressive aeroplane. Kevin Hill had some prob-
lems with the strip, he could not land on it! Dave
Nice found a tree with his Wot 4 but judicious use of
the throttle got it down
the branches; the wing had already found its own
way down.

Good to see Dave Smith along, he brought a couple

of models to be checked out. .
e Chapman(???) has sai

times, it was John Prior
seem to work. Got my old Auster flying which was a
delight in the light airs. Would not start for the third
flight as the induction pipe for the Laser 75 had
gceme loose, | had not locktited the grub screws
holding itéé Mike Dyke w
Swith hi3 Painpirds€itcdifl fotSyeét ihtd the Yir. t h 0

t

d

Wednesday 2nd July - Pretty calm conditions and
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Sunday 6th July - Windier than forecast so my Auster
stayed on the ground. Dave Nice was having problems
with his powered glider, he did not seem able to turn it
right. We suspected a thrust line problem so elected for
some glides only with increased rudder throws. Good
chuck had it flying in a gentle left turn with no inclination
to go right, it floated so well it landed low in the hedge,
but just in reach if you are as tall as John P. Back to the
pits to scratch our heads when the eureka moment hit.
The rudder was working fine on the left hand stick but
Dave was using the right hand stick on the Tx as he usu-
ally plugged the rudder into the aileron Rx port and had
done some work on the model during the week. So to
prevent this happening again we mixed aileron with rud-
der at 100% on the Tx. More diligent pre take off checks
next time!!!

Wednesday 9th July - Phew, windy old day with gusts
over 20 knots. Three members flew, but not much. Brian
Hadfi el dbébs model had a dead
south and was blown over the new Wildlife centre lake,
minimal damage. Graham Wiseman found it.

Sunday 13th July - Much better day then forecast
which may explain the low turnout on what started as a
good day; the wind did get up a bit later with extreme
turbulence over and around the hedges.

Dave Niceds luck is getting
motor (which we had no chance of finding in the long

grass in the far field) and his little glider was caught by

the turbulence and landed in the same tree as the previ-
ous week. It was just out of retrieval pole range so John
Prior shinned up to within
Minimal damage.

As the outfield has now been cut we replaced the runway
centre line markers.

Wednesday 16th July - More tree retrievals, Jim
Christiebs Cub shed a
Cub?) and landed in the hedge, our pole got it down.
fiDamn and blast 0 s a i d itskaparable And | wanted
some space in
checked out and got him some air time. He has reached
a stage in his training now that it will be better for him
than his light weight trainer.

Friday 18th July -APhew, what a
Mirror would headline. It was hot with a pleasant breeze
down the strip. Bent my Dynam Hurricane U/C AGAIN.
Poor John Priorés luck does
Grob scale model after another repair to the weak nose-

leg when the motor died turning onto base leg for land-

ing. The model descended on the far side of the hedge

with no tell -tale sounds of model in tree so we expected
to find it in the, very long, grass. Well John is tall but he
almost disappeared in the grass. Three of us plodded

about without success. We then looked back to the

treeline where it was sitting 30 feet up. John clambered

up but could not get to it. We returned in the evening

with a 3 section ladder which got it down easily, only
damage to the L/E near the fus. It must have glided

through most of the branches without hitting them com-

r a n gadrrent one Has had gounany kpRaids. i t

battery

t hGeo tw oJrokhsnh o@iol .l 6 s
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ing to rest on a strong one, hence no noises of plane
crashing through tree.

Mike Dyke had some super flights with his big foam
Sabre doing some landings that were applauded by
those present. Also getting a round of applause was
lan Dinan with his Mustang.

Sunday 20th July - Super day for flying model air-

craft, walm with a breeze often across the runway.

Good to see Ron Freeland with a couple of models.

His venerable Wot 4 with a new Irvine motor and a

new small electric model. The latter being somewhat

twitchy in roll, even with rates switched in.

The crosswind affected Mi
out a rudder, the cross wind was weather cocking it

off course on take off. As speed built up the only
steering from the nosewhell became ineffective.

John Pripi/had repairgdehis Grpheagdsvas getting thee
hang of landing the model with flaps. lan Dinan did

a real greaser of a | andi
art Willis had a eclectic mix of models, a soarer,
Skyraider and Tiger Moth. All flew well but the
Skyraider U/C let him down literally. Chris Wise had
his somewhat lively little Extra 300. Dave Nice had a
happier outing with his Foam -e Wot 4, no trees

‘jumped out in front
better, his Wot 4 shed i
Wednesday 23rd July -Daveds |l uck
any better, the motor fell out of the Wot 4 again this
time! NO chance of finding it in the long grass but

we did try. Dave has decided to get another as his

st

no

It was a bit breezy and John Gill got caught out near
the ground - his instructor could not save it despite
trying hard!

Sunday 27th July - Lovely balmy day with super
adtreng thermalgaetiéty, gokag aasyi 2§ minut flighi n
with just 2 climbs. Dave was flying his Zephyr when

it started to make a strange noise followed by the
ejactiow of pants, he 4anded safely and miraculously
we found the cowl/windscreen but not the propdriver
assembly. His bad luck must end soon!

John Gill brought along a Wot Trainer to replace the

s ¢ or ¢ h eWob4 aaddt flew heautifolly, ihe was soon doing fig-

ure 8s and approaches. The motor cut on one go
around so we just steered the model to the long
n o t grassmpdrgentlyestallechingo itwia damdge af all.n g

Sunday 3rd August -Great
spite the 15 knot wind, John Lipscombe was even
flying his little foam rudder/elevator Cub. Gave a
young Vvisitor some air ti
and can honestly say it was the most competent first
time for anybody | have encountered. The student

was an aeroplane mad 15 year old girl.

Saturday 6th August - A turbulent windy day but
flyable, testing your landing skills and making your
flying interesting. Five members braved the ele-
ments including Martin Adams one of our new mem-
bers who is new to model flying. This was his first

of t he
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down.
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flight in windy conditions. He found it different but he

coped with the condition and did well. Another step near
the dreaded AA Testo. Stick
there!

Wednesday 13th August - A windy old day, stood be-
side John Gill who is flying without a
buddy box as the wind was quite dif-
ficult. | was doing the landings but
for practice John
approaches. On one such approach
the wind turned the model towards
the hedge opposite the pits, he ap-
plied full power, let the speed build
up and applied UP just in time to

7 7

€é. . 4
‘applied’UP
just in time

W 4

to miss the

miss the hedge top - we called it a
day after that! hedge top
Just remember that on a fAgo aro

you usually need full power to get you out of trouble with
minimum delay, with high powered models be ready for
the swing to the left.

Wednesday 20th August - A much better day than
forecast, bit of a crosswind above the trees and a bit
variable at ground level, pleasant sunny afternoon. My
old Acro Wot had a jittery aileron servo so | stayed on
the ground. The servo is an old, but high quality one |

had when | flew helicopters 20 years ago - does nothing
last???
John Gill was getting in his

use of his solo time. Most of the models present were
Chris Foss derived, five Acro Wots, 2 Wot 4s and a Wot
Trainer.

Stuart test flew John Prioro6s n
flew it and then | flew it, bit gusty for a biplane but it

sl ows up well for | anding. John
very busy this year, this must be his 6th or 7th new
model.

Sunday 24th August - Good turn out, lan Hannah even
came along and could still fly his model well after 2
yearsé. Good also to see
ter a break due to illness. Wind was stronger than fore-
cast but straight down the strip so | flew my venerable
Auster J1. Happily doing touch and goes but turned it
over on landing - more concentration required! Pete
Bl akeds luck gets no better,
on his Puppeteer after its earlier test flight the motor bell

was touching the hold down bolt for the removable mo-
tor/cowl so back to the workshop.

Lei gh

af

John Lipscombe was now happier after a scare with his
Acro Wot foam -e the previous outing. He has acciden-
tally switched in full rate, which, take it from me,

makes it almost un  -flyable. He has changed the Tx pro-
gramming - something | advised him to do after | test
flew the model ééééé

Howard Furness got some time in with his Zephyr.

(Eds note: Our Saturday reporter, Chris Wise, has let

his reporting slip this issue - owi 1 be havi

‘"t hread
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Gloster Gamecodi Chris Searle
Having built mainly pre 1918 models with the
occasional Warbird | decided to make a change
and go for an RAF biplane from the inter war
years. | purchased a few books and finally
ught the Gordon Whitehead plan of the

?}Wg;cock. | like these plans and had already

uilt a Fokker DVII which flies nicely. They are
unashamedly class Il scale but | would rather
have a model that can be flown every week
rather than a hangar queen.

| started this model in 2011 with the intention of
using the plan as a basis for building a Gloster
Grebe however the complexity of modelling a
davhleyrow radial worried me and | allowed my-
self to be distracted. There was the Balsacraft
Blenhiem that Jim had left in the shed, the VQ
Hurricane, a Veron Fokker D8 and several
ARTFs that kept me busy. Finally in the Autumn
of 2013 | got fed up looking at the bits | had
made and decided to build the Gamecock as per
the plan with allowance for a change of power
source. | had started and restarted a Forum
but with the
der | offered to continue on the pages of the
Club newsletter. | have supplied the Editor with

compl et

i A & seleetion of pictusies which ¢ hopeaané or tvog o o d

might find there way into the article.
History

The Gloustershire Gamecok (the compan
Eh¥ingEd rfamé to GIBstef in DdcBnfibdr 13/2%1 n
was ﬁ?ﬁ f|(r')Wﬂrin Ffet%ruapa:lL%ZtS golrlowin%on
from the' earfier Grepe. It was poweré,d by

hp Bristol Jupiter a single row radial engine and
was the last RAF fighter to use wood as the
main construction materiel. It served with 5
squadrons the longest users being 23 squadron
Basedmfucheof the time at Kenkey @ouglas f -
Bader flew Gamecocks with 23 squadron al-
though he was flying a Bristol Bulldog when he
crashed). The aeroplane was highly aerobatic
and appeared at the many Air Paﬂggants that

Wé&é poPfal &t the finfk€ ™Mo need

been

ed
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The Model and | kept to this except | reduced the thickness
from 3/86 x 1/86 to ijé6 x 1/ 86

(wished 1 6d done that on the
The plan was published in Radio Modeller in 1975 (I save weight but did add 1/166
was able to get a back issue on Ebay), the wingspan grain vertical. The upper wing is one piece and
being 60 inches. The original had an HB61 two - the lower panels plug into the fuselage using 12
stroke engine whereas mine will use an electric mo- swg wire plugging into brass tube that will be
tor, the same as powers my Hurricane, a Scorpion fixed across the fuselage. | have done this before
using 5s lipos. and great care must be taken in alignment, even

1/326 difference could preven
smoothly. Although 12 gauge wire may not seem

adequate | will be bracing the wings with some

flat wire that should simulate RAF wires, as long

as | can silver solder it.

The tail surfaces are all built up and again the
horizontal parts plug in.

All wing and tail pieces being finished a start has

In 2011 | had started by building the wings so car-
ried on with these items and as | actually like build-
ing wings it wasnod6t a chore. The spars are spruce

been made on the fuselage formers. The motor
mount has been the most difficult to make for al-

; — A\ A o though | am following the same principle as
' shown for the IC motor the distances differ and
| ""', ) the downthrust and sidethrust has to be built in.

A temporary Spring/Summer break is now being
taken and the project will restart in the Autumn
with construction of the fuselage.

Chris Searle




