
ore 

From time to time work will be carried out 

on the strip during a flying session. This will 

typically be cutting  the grass , applying 

weedkiller or filling in rabbit holes . Whilst 

we try to carry this out when no one is flying 

inevitably there will be occasions when this 

is not possible. When applying weedkiller for 

example there has to be little wind. It is im-

portant that when work is being carried out 

that no flying takes place, I quote from the 

Safety notes  òBefore taking off ensure 

there is no one on the strip or on the 

runway side of the safety lineó.  

 

Such work will seldom take long and still 

leave ample time for flying. Sadly not every-

one accords with this sensible safety advice. 

By all means speak to whoever is working 

so as enquire how long the work is likely to 

take but if they are on the strip, donõt fly any 

type of model. 

--oo00oo-- 

The new pits layout is work-

ing well. As the grass grows 

we will leave a small uncut 

line between the model start 

up area and the circulation 

space. Remember to walk 

between the models and the 

strip when carrying your air-

craft to the take off area, not 
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through the circulation spaceééé. Pro-

longed full power checks should be con-

fined to the walkways to the strip or well 

outside the pit area. Running in of engines 

should also be well away from the pits 

area, e.g. beyond the roller. The changes 

have been incorporated in the safety notes 

(issue 18), which were sent to everyone by 

e-mail, a copy is also on the website. 

--oo00oo-- 

I attended the BMFA S E Area examiners 

workshop at the Gravesend Clubõs field at 

Cliffe. The field is on the Thames marshes 

and its very flat. Their field is sheep grazed 

with 3 runways cut, each is quite small but 

there are no big trees within 1/2 mile. 

Their outfield has short grass but with 

thousands of bushy thistles. The Club put 

up a big gazerbo with tea/coffee and bis-

cuits and were very welcoming. The idea of 

the workshops is to get a consistent ap-

proach to the Achievement scheme tests, 

shame so few examiners came along but 

their markings were consistent throughout. 

Its good to fly at other sites to see how 

they do things. 

--oo00oo-- 

Elsewhere in this issue is a advertisement 

for Tester Tree Surgeons, Simon Tester, 

the proprietor is branching out (get the 

pun?) on his own after working for many 

years as an employee of a larger Company. 

I can vouch for Simonõs work, his prices 

are reasonable, he does a fantastic job 

and clears up after the work.  

 

He is also the man we recommend to get 

models out of trees which he manages 

with usually no further damage to the 

model. He has agreed that he will charge a 

set fee for a recovery of £20 and will en-

sure if he canõt attend on the day that the 

maximum wait would be 2 days for a recov-

ery, save his number in your phone con-

tacts - just in case. 
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NOTICE BOARD  

Our tree recover expert has agreed a 
fixed price for recovery within 2 days 

of £20. See his ad on page 5 for con-
tact numbers.  

Have a go at our Tiger Moth trophy 
comp on July 9th, format on page2. 
Will suit all abilities.  

Please take any rubbish home with 
you from the field, donôt just assume 
it will be tidied up by someone else.  
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 John Prior also does a nifty bit of tree recovery as well, 

When Jeff Travisõ Discovery found the hedge John scram-

bled up the willow branches and got the model back, also 

undamaged. 

--oo00oo-- 

I have some Laser 4 stroke motors which I love, they are 

very long lived and once set up are very reliable and toler-

ant of running in poorly cooled installations. They take ages 

to run in though before they run really well. The older Lasers 

use Super Tigre carburettors which are a little quirky to say 

the least and can cause some significant problems if not 

set up correctly. 

 

Fuel metering is done through a narrow crescent shaped 

slot in the spraybar with the high speed mixture being set by 

a tapered needle in the conventional way, not so the idle 

setting. The idle mixture is set by a slow running screw 

which has no taper, it is a good fit inside the spraybar and 

exposes more or less of the crescent shaped slot. As this 

slot is very narrow little slivers of silicone fuel tube can 

lodge in it making idle setting impossible, you often wonõt 

notice these unless you use a magnifying glass when you 

take it apart. To prevent these tiny slivers of fuel tube your 

filling system spouts need to have no sharp edges that can 

take these slivers off when you connect your fuel fill pipe. A 

small filter in the tank fill line is a good idea as is a filter in 

the fill system. 

 

Another problem is that the spraybar can be installed with 

the slot facing in any direction. It needs to be facing the 

valves not the incoming air. It also needs to be set at about 

40 degrees off of centre. Put it in the wrong way and the 

motor will just not run properly. Poor pick up can be ad-

dressed by moving this slot position but I have found that 

its fine with the 40 degree or so offset. 

--oo00oo-- 

We are organising a light hearted fun competition on 9th 

July. It will suit all abilities and does not need precision fly-

ing skills but more the ability to judge time. The for-

mat will be along the lines of what follows:-  

 

1) 3 manoeuvres to be nominated by the pilot. 

2) The aircraft takes off and is timed from 

when the wheels leave the ground. 

3) The 3 manoeuvres are completed. 

4) The aircraft lands and the timing stops 

when the wheels touch the ground (first time). 

After each person has completed the schedule 

it is repeated. 

The person with the smallest time difference 

between the 2 flights is the winner. 

D Day Warbird fly in D Day Warbird fly in D Day Warbird fly in ---   Norman CarterNorman CarterNorman Carter   

This was held on Sunday 4th June. The day was sunny and 

warm with wind straight down the strip, sadly at 15+ mph. 

For the last few years all of our Warbird Fly-ins have suf-

fered from high winds, I donõt know how we manage to pick 

windy days but we are getting good at it. 

John Gill had got our charcoal grill working with a nifty de-

vice to get the coals alight which worked very well. The grill 

was available for all to cook their favourite barbecue good-

ies, some onions were frying for all to use. 

Max Woodhead, on a trip to see his daughter and grand-

child, was able to squeeze his Lysander in and flew it in the 

high winds, twice; it looks fabulous. He said he had per-

formed one of his best landings despite the wind. Although 

he was down for the week the wind speed seldom dropped 

below 10 - 15 mph so it was the only outing. 

We have chosen 3 manoeuvres as it gives the begin-

ners a chance to compete. 

The manoeuvres can include; 

Rectangular circuit. 

Figure 8. 

Roll - slow, barrel or flick. 

inside loop. 

outside loop. 

stall turn. 

spin.  - but you can choose anything you like as long 

as the judge deems it acceptable.  

The manoeuvres will not be marked but must be 

alike in the 2 rounds. No stopwatches or other 

timing devices will be allowed for the competitors. 

Max Woodheadõs Lizzie making light of the conditions 
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Stuart Willis had his Storch, Lancaster, small Spitfire and 

bf 109 present. The Lancaster had flown once and the 

Storch was yet to fly. He wisely decided to leave both on 

the ground. Not so the bf 109 which came to grief in the 

hedge as the motor lost power on the climb out, wing 

badly damaged. The little Spit was going well though. 

Ian Dinan was flying his p51 Mustang and got a round of 

applause for a faultless touchdown, quite a feat in the 

conditions. 

I rather unwisely decided to fly my Brian Taylor Hurricane. 

It was affected by the turbulence but flew well. The land-

ing was always going to be difficult and so it proved. With 

the high wind I used only half flap and kept the speed up. 

As the thresh-

old was ap-

proached a 

huge gust 

sent it up 15 

feet or so but 

I thought I 

would make 

the best of it 

and get down 

as it would 

not get any 

easier. It 

touched 

down near 

the end of 

the runway a 

bit heavily but 

undamaged 

apart from a 

slight extra 

bend in the 

U/C spigot. It 

only nosed 

over but did 

not land on its back. Chris said he has a video of the landing, 

I have not plucked enough courage to watch it thoughééé.. 

Mike Dyke brought his big Spitfire along but also wisely 

stayed on terra firma.  

There was some òsportsó flying going on but not much as the 

conditions were pretty bad. 

Warbird models present: 

FW 190 - John Prior  

Bf 109 - John Prior 

Fiessler Storch - Stuart Willis 

Supermarine Spitfire - Stuart 

Willis 

Avro Lancaster - Stuart Willis 

Bf 109 - Stuart Willis 

North American P51 Mustang 

- Ian Dinan 

Fokker Eindekker - Ian Dinan 

Supermarine Spitfire - Mick 

Dyke 

Hawker Hurricane - Norman 

Carter 

FW 190 - Chris Searle 

Let us hope that the wind for our Battle of Britain Fly in 

scheduled for 17th September finally gets some calmer con-

ditions. Donõt count on it. 

A few were missing from the picture (and some not fully assem-

bled) 

My Hurricane on a low fly by 


